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Credits and Data

Projeet title: Nordwesthaus

Client: Hafen Rohmer GmbH und CoKG

Location: Fussach, Austria

Year: 2004-2008

Project management: Baumschlager Eberle Ziviltechniker GmbH AT, Lochau
Planning: Baumschlager Eberle Ziviltechniker GmbH AT, Lochau
Project architect: Chiristoph von Oefele

Building technology: GMI Ing. Peter Messner Gmbll AT, Dornbirn
Structural engineer: Mader + Flatz AT, Bregenz

Facade: Glas Marte GmbH AT. Bregenz

Superstructure: Oberhauser-Schedler Bau AT, Andelsbuch
Hlumination: Ledon Lighting GmbH AT, Lustenau

Site area: 15.000 m®

Total floor area: 180 m*

Area of building: 117 m*

Building volume: 1,404 m*
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Site plan (scale: 1/5,000)/ i (R 1/5.000)
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pp. 16-17: Distant view from the
southeast. This page: General view
from the northeast. The entrance of
the boat box is visible. Opposite: View
of the entrance in the south. All photos
on pp. 16-23 by Eduard Hueber + Ines
Leong/archphoto.com.

The construction of the port in Fussach is an undertaking

that disdains any picturesque posturing. The clear geometrical
structures contrast starkly with the natural environment.

Since the year 2000 the port building has “hovered” over its
surroundings, giving the owner, Maria Rohner, the overall view
she needs.

In response to the concrete tube devised for the head of the
marina, Baumschlager-Eberle have installed a cube as the new
meeting point for the sailing community. Positioned right on the
edge of the moorings, the building presents a striking interaction
hetween the supporting concrete elements and the envelope of
glazed panels that allow the contours of the building to shine
through. The irregular structure of the concrete elements is set
off against the regular rectangular shapes of the sheets of glass.
However, the randomness of the glass decoration avoids too
sharp a contrast between the core and the envelope.

The purpose of these overlays is to allow light and shade

to move around the inside. During the day the interior is
transformed into a kaleidoscope of the surroundings, while

the reflections of the surrouniding water lend “movement” to
the outside. At nighttime the ceiling lighting, reinforced by the
illumination in the support structure, provides an x-ray picture
of the internal organisation of the building. The boat box is at
the water level. It is followed by a connecting floor with stairs
which provide access from the land side to the club room above.
Sitnated 8.8 metres above ground, this room plays the main role
in the new event building. Its users enjoy the light-dependent
spectrum consisting of the biomorphic forms of the concrete
and the crystalline structures of the glass. The microscopically
fine finishing gives the envelope of the building a texture which
effects the transition to the construction, but which in no way
conforms to the expectations of conventional ornamentation.
Compactness and transparency, light and movement ~ the
architecture profits from the features of the port, providing them
with a culminating point in the event building.
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This page: View of the glass panels
and concrete elements from inside

the building. The glass features an

ice crystal pattern. Many thin steel
bars are used in the concrete elements
instead of regular steel bars. Opposite:
Interior view of the club room.
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Ground floor plan (scale: 1/300)./#1 EBFEE (8R : 1/300)
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